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L d By BCTA Presiden
Arena/Convention Center Project, B 5Cta bresiden

The proposal to construct a new arena and expand the downtown conference center continues to command high atten-
tion in the press. We have been following the issue very closely, and I'm taking this opportunity to provide BCTA
members with an update.

Several months ago, Green Bay Major Paul Jadin announced he would take the lead on this project and offered to meet
with BCTA officers to answer our questions and keep us aware of developments. We have met several times. I be-
lieve the Mayor genuinely seeks to address the concerns of various groups, attempting as much as possible to build a
community consensus on this matter.

Significant Change

The proposal has undergone significant change, most all of it positive from a taxpayer point of view. There is no
longer any discussion of general sales taxes, restaurant meal taxes or creation of new taxing authorities - all of which
the BCTA strongly opposed. The funding methods now under consideration instead are focused at the industries (hotel
room tax) and individuals (ticket tax and skybox leasing) who will benefit the most from these new facilities, along
with other sources of private dollars, such things as naming rights and signage rental. These changes are evidence of
the Mayor’s willingness to address expressed concerns and bring new levels of creativity to the project.

Points Still Unresolved

While acknowledging the very positive developments noted above there are still areas which, based upon my discus-
sions with BCTA Directors, require further examination and resolution. Among these are a specific detailed review of
the project’s cash flow assumptions and plan for servicing the debt, such that the taxpayer-borne risks associated with
the project are known and debated. Also, the degree to which the project cash flow (room tax component) is dependent
upon Oneida casino operations, given uncertainties over the future of Indian gaming, must be understood. This also is
a question of how much risk the taxpayer will bear. Additionally, questions over the degree of capital participation by
UWGB (perceived by many to be the chief benefactor of a new arena) must be explored.

To summarize, I’d like the BCTA members to count and appreciate some very positive changes made to this project —
changes made in response to our objections, changes which are very much in the taxpayer interest, changes which
would not have come about without the efforts of a Mayor who is truly seeking to build a consensus. At the same time,
significant questions are yet to be answered, analysis conducted and risks evaluated. There is much debate yet to oc-
cur. We intend to be involved and, as always, I ask for member viewpoints and comments such that we can best serve
the taxpayers of the community.

Tom Sladek, President, BROWN COUNTY TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION

The BROWN COUNTY TAXPAYERS ASSOCIATION
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Don’t be Afraid to
Speak Up.

Between now and the end of the year, there will be numerous
open meetings conducted by all levels of local government and
taxing authorities as they present their proposed budgets for the
coming year or fiscal period.

These meetings are required by state law to give the taxpaying
public an opportunity to review and comment on these budgets.
Spending changes, either up or down, can be proposed, dis-
cussed and enacted upon at these meeting and approval of the
spending budget finalized. The next step is to determine the
amount of property taxes or other revenue enhancements you
and I will be assessed to pay for this budget. It is then too late
to complain.

Unfortunately it seems that in recent years many of these public
meetings have turned into somewhat organized protest rallies—
usually against proposed spending cuts. This seems particularly
true of the school districts whom we admit may have more pres-
sure to control spending than other taxing authorities. At times
proposed cuts seem intentionally inserted as token sacrifices to
distract from other issues and do not get to the core of their
spending problem. Audiences at these budget hearings can con-
sist largely of people concerned with single issues with little re-
gard for the massive budget being presented as a whole. Often
the net result is that more spending is added. Those who attend
the meetings to scrutinize and question are crowded out. Fol-
lowing are a few observations on the budget process.

#1 - Although public notice is required of budget hearings, at
times you have to be alert to catch them. Not all of us read the
legal notices in the classified section, and whether any other no-
tice is given may be up to the taxing district authority and the
discretion of the media. Having a controversial item to arouse
the citizens often helps to publicize these meetings.

#2 - We would agree that for the most part proposed budgets
and thoughtfully and conservatively prepared by our elected offi-
cials have both taxpayers and proposed spending requirements in
mind. However, we also suspect that sometimes items are in-
flated for various reasons including anticipated inflation, want
lists and possible fear of either percentage or line budget cuts
which can occur at some point in the budget approval process
and which may or may not be necessary.

#3 - Does it speak well for our elected officials that oftentimes
these budget hearings are rather sparsely attended, and inter-
preted as a sign of approval of their performance, or is it just
another sign of frustration on the part of the citizens?

#4 - The budgets presented for review can be cumbersome,

complex, and seemingly intentionally designed to confuse and
intimidate anyone not familiar with their contents. The city,
county, and school district budgets can be 600+ pages long. We
realize the necessity for doing this, and appreciate the long hours
and consideration expanded in preparing these documents. On
the other hand, there can be a lot of hiding places for expendi-
tures which could be controversial. Advance copies of the
budget are usually available for interested parties, and an
abridged or condensed version may be provided covering major
categories which can be very helpful.

#5 - Although major proposed expenditures such as new build-
ings, departments, additional personnel, and the like may draw
some protest from the public at these hearings, does anyone re-
call an instance where a large turnout resulted simply to question
the overall size of a spending budget?

This is the time to ask questions but not to be an obstructionist.
You want to know how your money is being spent, and be as-
sured that it is being spent prudently and fiscally responsible.
Questions to ask could be: Why are more people needed in vari-
ous departments?. Why does it cost so much for a specific pro-
posed project? How much does insurance cost? Can better ar-
rangements be made for employee benefits? Why is this item
10% more than last year? Does this item really belong here?
Why does the overall budget exceed the growth in property
valuation and inflation rates? Are employee wages, wage in-
creases, benefits and duties consistent with those in private in-
dustry? If not, why not? What does the debt retirement consist
of? Do we really need this item? Are there ways of making new
capital purchases without encountering excess additional debt?
Could a schedule delaying certain purchases over a period of
time be implemented for example? What kind of supplies are
you buying that cost so much?  The list is endless. Your own
expertise in handling money should be helpful.

Present proposals to build a new Brown County Jail and bonding
for rather expensive additions to Preble High School and other
improvements in the Green Bay School District should provide
ample opportunities to ask questions.

It would seem that normally a few questions should assure you
if the budget has been conscientiously prepared. It is entirely
possible that suggestions and alterations to the budget would
even be welcomed and incorporated. After all, that is the stated
purpose of the meeting.

It is still too early to really determine the effect of recent school
property tax cuts on our overall tax burden, now among the
highest in the nation. However, local budgets will likely reflect
any cuts in state aids and try to take advantage of any property
tax reductions with new spending proposals.

It is important to attend these meetings and “Don’t be afraid to
speak up.’ Jim Frink
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Is Voter Apathy a
Reason or an Excuse?

We realize that using the “TAX TIMES”
to urge people to vote in the November 5,
presidential election is like preaching to
the choir, but it certainly is discouraging
to keep reading in the media about how
people have been turned off by politics in
general and take such little interest in what
goes on in government. Predictions of a
small voter turnout in the coming election
may be well founded, but there is too
much at stake for the future of the country
to use that as an excuse not to vote.

One observation of the conventions and
campaigns to date is that the issues being
discussed may make great headlines, but it
is difficult for us as concerned citizens to
relate to them as effects us.

In the last TAX TIMES, we covered an
article in the Wisconsin Taxpayer regard-
ing an informal survey listing the top con-
cerns of Wisconsin voters which where:

National Deficit-17 %, Health Insurance-
9%, Unemployment/Wages-7%, Elderly-
7%, Taxes-6%, Crime-6%, Welfare-5%,
Foreign Policy-4%, Put U. S. First-4%,

Government Waste-3%, Economy-3%,
Education-2%, Abortion-2%, Don’t
Know-10%.

Do you agree that if indeed this list in any
way reflects the concerns of the voters, the
people running for office and the media
are addressing it from the wrong end?
They are putting priority on items which
do not truly concern the average taxpayer,
and are possibly doing an excellent job of
turning them off in the process.

Campaign reform proposals are popular
and the candidates promote them, (for
their own interests) but what we have
seen so far of the coming elections on TV
seem to prove just one thing - Money
talks. Building an image seems to be far
more important than relating to the voters
and their pocketbook about what they are
really concerned about. At the time this is
written negative campaigning has already
reached new highs (or lows), and this was
just the primary. We should be more in-

terested in what a candidate truly intends
to do if elected rather than nebulous at-
tacks on his opponent, often difficult and
expensive to defend or explain through
the media where they originate.

It would be nice that if by November 5,
the dust has settled and everyone is play-
ing on a level field. It is discouraging to
see viable candidates for office running
on a platform of slandering their oppo-
nents rather than building on the perform-
ance they will provide if elected. Like-
wise to be making promises they will be
unlikely to keep or would be impossible
to pay for.

When the coming elections are history,
and you have criticism for the way things
are run, look back to November 5, 1996.
If the candidate of your choice isn’t in
office, did you get out and vote and sup-
port him or her?

“The ballot is stronger than the bullet.”
Abraham Lincoln

“Voters don;t decide issues, they
decide who will decide issues.”
George F. Will

“The ignorance of one voter in a
democracy impairs the security of all.”
John F. Kennedy

“Vote for the man who promises the
least - He'll be the least
disappointing.”

Bernard Baruch

“Politics is not a game, it is an earnest

Who Learns From Who?

The local wildlife sanctuary is a wonderful
place to visit and view nature, and I am
sure you have all been there many times.
Thousands of wild ducks and geese who
would normally spend much of their time
coping with the dangers of flying north
and south, and living their lives in the wil-
derness seem quite content in making this
their year round home, begging for hand-
outs of corn and scavenging in nearby
fields for food. There must be a moral
to this story here someplace.

August Meeting Notes.

Mike Riley of taxpayers Network, Inc.,
presented a report on The Ten Worst
Regulations of the Federal Government.
For example, many substances in the
Toxic Release Inventory are not harmful,
but require burdensome and costly record
keeping on the part of business just be-
cause they are listed.

Pat Collins, Brown County Supervisor
and candidate for sheriff presented more
thoughts on the proposed $22.6 million
Brown County jail. He explained that a
new facility, similar to one in Oshkosh
and housing 150 inmates in a modified
dormitory with individual cells could be
built for a cost of $3-$5 million. Plans
are available from the state at no cost.

Warren Bluhm, candidate for the 90th
assembly seat addressed the meeting with
his priorities. He is concerned about pro-
viding property tax relief without raising
other taxes, the cost of crime and that
welfare reform must help people to help
themselves. The current tax system is a

detriment to all.
Dave Nelson - Secre-

A Pot of Gold?

Based on 1995 total room sales
of $35,893,813 in the Green Bay Metro
area, a gross total of $2,153,625 *
could have been realized with a uniform
room tax of 6%. This would have pro-
jected to $2,871,505, an increase of
$717,880 had the rate been 8%.

Although these numbers do not
provide for increased room sales reve-
nues, they also do not consider what is
taken out by the various communities
for their general funds, tourism promo-
tion, expo center debt, administration
and the fact that some room sales reve-
nues are exempt from payment of local
taxes.

(* Actual room tax revenues during 1995
were $2,064,171.) Frank Bennett

Japanese kids go to school 8 hours a
day, 240 days a year. American kids:
6 hours, 180 days. Half of one percent
of Japanese 17-year-olds are function-
ally illiterate - - versus 8% of American
17 -year-olds.

From “Managing Your Money.”
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“Restore the Freedom and Fairness Resto-
ration Act.”

Our government is too big, and spends, taxes and regulates too
much. This is the central crisis facing America today. Con-
gressman Dick Armey and Sen. Richard Shelby’s quote from
“Why We Need the Freedom and Fairness Restoration Act.”

CONSIDER: More Americans work for government than are
employed in manufacturing; the US public sector is now larger
than the entire economy of any country in the world except Ja-
pan and the United States itself: The average American family
pays more in taxes than it spends on food, clothing and shelter
combined; and every American works from Jan. 1 to July 10,
more than half the year, to pay the cost of government taxes and
regulations.

Perhaps the greatest ball and chain in America’s freedom and
prosperity is the income tax. After eight decades of being
“reformed”, our tax system is so complex, even the Internal
Revenue Service can no longer give accurate advice on it. The
IRS sends out eight billion pages of forms and instructions
each year. Laid end to end these would stretch 28 times the cir-
cumference of the earth. Americans spend 5.4 billion man-hours
each year calculating their taxes—-more man hours than it takes
to build every car, truck and van produced in the US. The tax
code puts a drag on our economy worth an estimated $232 bil-
lion a year in compliance costs. That’s $900 for every man,
woman and child in the country.

Government has become America’s No 1 growth industry, and a
danger to the “American Dream.” As a nation we face a funda-
mental choice. Should the government become ever larger as
our freedom diminishes? Or should we take the dramatic action
not to halt the growth of government and restore greater freedom
for our citizens?

The Freedom and Fairness Restoration Act says, “Enough is
enough.” Its author believes ordinary Americans are better
equipped to make their own financial decisions than politicians
and tax lobbyists in a far off capital.

We must halt its growth, expose its true cost, and limit its influ-
ence on the lives of free Americans. We must reorder the tax
and spending activities of the U. S. Public Sector.

Write your congressmen to support the Freedom and Fairness
Restoration Act, a comprehensive plan to shrink the government
and grow the economy.

Paul W. Sylvester,

President of Concerned Citizens of Fond du Lac
County

Director, Fed. of Wis. Taxpayers Organizations, Inc.

Brown County Sheriff Candidates to
Debate at BCTA Annual Meeting.

Plans are now complete for the Brown County Taxpayers Asso-
ciations annual meeting, which will be held Thursday, October
17, 1996, at the DAYS INN - Downtown. This will be a break-
fast meeting at 7:30 A.M., as we have found that this is more
convenient for more people to attend at this time.

The BCTA was formed in 1986, and this will be the 11th annual
meeting. Along with a review of the past years activities and
election of officers for the coming year, the program will feature
a debate between Brown County Sheriff candidates Thomas
Hinz and the incumbent, Michael Donart.

All BCTA members, spouses, guests and interested parties are
cordially invited to attend. Complete details are enclosed with
this issue of the “TAX TIMES.”

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Thursday, October 17, 1996
BCTA Annual Meeting
DAYS INN - Downtown
7:30 - 9:00 (Breakfast meeting) - Cost $6.00

Program - Debate between Thomas Hinz
and Sheriff Michael Donart. Candidates
for Brown County Sheriff

Tuesday, November 5, 1996
Presidential Election Day

Exercise your rights and privilege of being

an American and VOTE !

“The effort to calculate exactly what the voters want at each
particular moment leaves out of account the fact that when
they are troubled the thing the voters most want is to be
told what they want.” Walter Lippmann

“We'd all like to vote for the best man, but he’s never a
candidate.” Kim Hubbard

“The future of the republic is in the hands of the American
Voter.” Dwight D. Eisenhower

“I place economy among the first important of republican
virtues, and public debt as the greatest of the dangers to be
Thomas Jefferson

feared.”
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Where are Wisconsin’s Property
Values Increasing the Most?

The Wisconsin T axpayers Alliance re-
ports that in 1996, the equalized value of
all of the real estate in Wisconsin has
exceeded $200 billion for the first time in
state history. The total of $216.9 billion
represents an increase of 7.6% statewide
over 1995, and a doubling in value in just
16 years over the $100 billion valuation
In 1980.

Perhaps not surprising, the largest per-
centage of increases were from northern
counties with developing recreational
property.  Business related properties
also showed new strength.

Door county led the state with an 18.2%
increase over 1995 while Milwaukee
county was dead last with only 2.6%. All
counties had an increase. Brown Coun-
ties valuation increased 9.4% to a total of
$8,917 million, and ranked 34th in the
state.

The report noted that real estate values
have been rising steadily for the past 10
years and at 8% or more for the past three
years.

The largest valuation is in residential
property with 68% of the total. This
amount has grown 359% during the past
20 years. It was also noted, however, that
residential property incurred the largest
amount of value through appreciation
rather than new construction. The fol-
lowing table shows the breakdown of the
$216.9 billion in equalized valuation.

Residential 68 %
Commercial 17 %
Agricultural 7%
Personal Property 4 %
Manufacturing 3%
Miscllaneous 1%
TOTAL 100 %

It was indicated that about two-thirds of
the increase in the valuation of residential
property state-wide was due to apprecia-
tion of value rather than new construc-
tion. The increase in commercial and
manufacturing valuation was mostly from
new construction. The total value of agri-
cultural land actually dropped.

We would assume that the ratio between
new construction and valuation increase
in existing property would vary from
county to county. For example, even
though there is a lot of construction in
Door County, the huge 18.2% single year
increase in valuation was more likely due
to increased values of existing property
than in new construction. Recreational
property is at a premium.

The complete report is available from the
Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance, 335 W.
Wilson St., Madison 53703-3694.

Comparing Wisconsin’s
Property Value to the
National Debt.

It has gotten to the point when the terms
million, billion, and trillion are used, no
one pays any attention to the magnitude
or significance of these numbers. Politi-
cians speak vaguely of millions for this
project or billions for that, but who really
listens to put them in the perspective of
what the cost is to you and me, or for that
matter, what could be done with that
amount of money?

For example, the preceding article states
that the valuation of all privately owned
real estate in the state of Wisconsin would
be valued at $216.9 Billion dollars for
1996 property tax purposes. Assuming a
population of 5.1 million, this would
amount to about $42.530.00 for every
resident in the state. We don’t know how
much of our property has been paid for.

A recent newspaper article places the pre-
sent national debt at $5.2 Trillion dollars,
or $20.163 per citizen. A billion is a
thousand million, and a trillion is a thou-
sand billion. A million dollars is only a
thousand thousand which would still
make a person rather rich.

Assuming a U. S. Population of 250 mil-
lion, every Billion dollars actual spending
costs each of us about 4 bucks.

Another observation - Wisconsin's share
of the National Debt is about half of the
value of all the property in the state.
Let’s hope and pray they don’t default.

“Sure it’s just a billion dollars, but a few

billion here and a billion there and

pretty soon it begins to add up.”
Senator Everett Dirksen

“And so what if the tents were less
than pleasant - - | think the very
least we can ask of our criminals
is to sacrifice a little for the

taxpayers.”
Sheriff Joe Arpaio, Phoenix, AZ

(Commenting on his tent city
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BCTA Meeting & Events Schedule

Thursday - Oct. 17,1996, DAYS INN - Downtown
7:30 A. M. BCTA Annual Meeting. Program, Debate
between Sheriff Candidates Thomas Hinz and Incumbent
Michael Donart. Report on BCTA activities during past year.
(Complete Details Inside)

Tuesday - Nov.5,1996 - Election Day, Get out and VOTE !

Thursday - Nov. 21,1996, DAYS INN - Downtown
12:00 Noon - Monthly Business Meeting

Thursday - Dec. 19,1996, DAYS INN - Downtown
12:00 Noon - Monthly Business Meeting

All members of the BCTA, their guests, and other interested
persons are invited to attend and participate in our open
business meetings.

Become a More Active
Member in The BCTA.

The Brown County Taxpayers Associa-
tion has been in existence since 1986,
and have many accomplishments to our
credit. Plan on attending our annual
meeting October 17, and find out what
we did during the past year, and our
plans for facing the challenges of the fu-
ture. We have an excellent program
planned with the debate between Brown
County Sheriff candidates Thomas Hinz
and incumbent Michael Donart, and
would like to have a large turnout for this
interesting and important meeting. Com-
plete details are enclosed.

We will be starting our 11th year with a
new slate of officers and directors. If
you would be interested in serving as a
director or on any of our committees,
please step forward.

Thank you for your support.

The TAX TIMES
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